
 

 
 

Wednesday 3rd March 2021 
 
 
Dear Club Chair/Secretary 
 
Following the Prime Minister’s publication of the roadmap to ease lockdown restrictions, the League Officers & Management 
Committee have been striving to achieve a safe return to football for as many players as possible. 
 
We need to bear in mind that there are a multitude of unknown factors in the roadmap and everything we have planned is 
based on 29th March 2021 remaining the key date for the return of organised outdoor sports.  This may, ultimately, depend on 
the data following the return to school and we are also mindful that any “tier” restrictions would heavily impact on the return 
of grassroots football, particularly in the SCWGL which crosses many borders.  As already stated, many unknown factors…. 
 
Following consultation with a number of Clubs and their many issues which include parental concerns, financial effects, 
implementation of COVID Ground Risk Assessments/Plans, we have made tentative plans to exit the lockdown.  Inevitably, it 
will not please or suit every team’s specific needs as we know that, even within Clubs, there are conflicting views on the way 
forward.  That said, we have tried to maximise the number of players who can restart grassroots football which we feel is of 
paramount importance. 
 
Following consultation and debate, the Management Committee have unanimously reached the following decisions:- 
 

Earliest Date for 
League Arranged 
Fixtures of any 
description 

11th April 2021 Whilst 29th March 2021 is the official date for the return of outdoor sports, the 
following Sunday is 4th April 2021 (Easter Sunday). Traditionally, SCWGL fixtures 
are not organised for Christmas Day or Easter Sunday during a season. However, 
Clubs are obviously free to organise their own friendlies or Club matches 
independently. 

Immediate End of 
2020/2021 
Competitive Season 

Results for all 
Divisions will be 
expunged. There 
will be no winners 
or runners-up. 

A multitude of factors have contributed to this decision including:- 
• uncertain roadmap dates 
• impact of schools reopening 
• possible tier restrictions 
• number of outstanding fixtures (average 9.72 per team vs 5 remaining Sundays 

of season) 
• potential self-isolation issues 
• lack of pitches 
• inclement weather 
• player availability 
• uncertainty regarding County Cup Competitions 

SCWGL will 
organise friendlies 
for the remaining 5 
weeks of the season 

11th April 2021 to 
9th May 2021 

In order to achieve this, we will need to know which teams WANT to play and which 
teams CAN play.  This will involve Club Secretaries liaising with their players 
regarding availability and ascertaining pitch availability.  A separate Survey 
Monkey will be issued shortly in this regard. 

 
Finally, we obviously need to start planning for the 2021/2022 season and there are numerous important decisions to be made.  
Please rest assured that the Management Committee will do everything in our power to assist Clubs and keep your costs to a 
minimum. 
 
We are living in unprecedented and uncertain times and we would ask that you bear with us as we move forward to try and put 
future plans in place.  We need to be positive and forward thinking and our aim is for the maximum number of children to get 
out on the pitch playing with their friends.  Hopefully, the speedy rollout of vaccinations and the reduction in infections means 
that we will approach next season in a far more positive situation and, ultimately, a stable and uninterrupted football season. 
 
We sincerely hope that all of our players, coaches, Club Committees, parents, supporters and everyone connected to the 
League remains well and stays safe.  Please continue to work with us in order that we can return to our core business of 
providing fun and enjoyment to thousands of youngsters through football. 
 
Yours in football 
Karen Bailey 
General Secretary 
Surrey County Womens & Girls League 


